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Price questions true beauty thr

HOLLY HERNDON
FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

What is true beauty? Does
ugliness even exist?

Ardst Paul J. Price will pose
these questions and others to
viewers of his upcoming art ex-
hibition; debuting Friday in
Old Town Temecula, presented
by the Arts Council of Temecu-
laValley.

Price remembers how art
was always a part of his life.

“I don’t think I ever made a
conscious decision to be an
artist,” he said. “When I was a
boy, art was always something I
seemed to be doing. I wasn’t as
physically strong as my older
brothers who were involved in
sports. I would stay on the side-
lines and collect leaves or but-
terflies or rocks or insects.

Paul ), Price Exhibit

When: opening reception, 5:30 p.m. Fiday;
exhibition continues through Oct. 5; gallery
hours, 26 p.m. Wednesdays-Saturdays
Where: Gallery at The Merc, Old Town
Temecula Community Theater complex,
42051 Main St., Temecula

Admission: free

tnfo: (951) 695-2787

“In school, I can even re-
member getting special
awards or doing special proj-
ects for grade school teachers.
I was always an artist.”

After college, Price pur-
sued animation but discov-
ered that most art students
had the same ambition after
graduation and a job was hard
to come by. Price soon found a
lucrative career in restaurant,

retail store and amusement .

park theme design. He was in-
volved in theme work for two
world’s fairs, Universal Stu-
dios Hollywood, Sea World
and Winchester Mystery
House, among others; this por-
tion of his career culminating
in Northern California when
he was named art director for
Great America Amusement
Park.

Regardless of his success in
the commercial theme design
industry, Price’s passion for
Luiseno Indian culture would
soon take over his life, both
professionally and creatively, .

“About 20 years ago I start-
ed instructing and teaching
Pechanga culture, which is the
Luiseno culture, to the peo-
ple,” Price said. “It was savage-
ly taken from them and they
were occupied for over 300
years under the influence of
Europeans and that really
takes away a person’s culture
when they aren’t practicing it
and inbreeding with Euro-
peans and such. So, that’s what
I taught them; the old way. I
would give them demonstra-
tions of everything from flint

Above,
“Rogue's
Bride” will
be part

of the
exhibition
of the art-
work of
Paul J.

mapping to basket weaving”

Soon Price was helping to
establish the first Luiseno cul-
tural center for the Pechanga
reservation. He became quite
well known amongst the tribal
leaders and when it came time
for the tribe 1o establish their
financial independence
through gambling, they uti-
lized Price’s talents and educa-
tion.

“I did the restaurant and I
incorporated rock art and arti-
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facts and their star logo and
design work into the carpet-
ing” Price said. “It was so suc-
cessful that some of the other
casinos started taking that ap-
proach of actually showing
their own culture through the
ait. They liked it so much that
when they did get more fund-
ing and hired an architectural
firm from Los Angeles and an
interior designer from Las Ve-
gas they said that Pauwl Price
will be the Creative Director
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ough his art

and be responsible for any of
the decor that deals with Indi-

For his Temecula exhibition,
viewers will definitely see
pieces of work displaying the
culture that Price worked so
hard to preserve, however it is
not the main theme Price
wants to pertray.

“I did a little bit of soul
searching and I decided that'I
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